
Erasmus project is a great way to learn about other cultures, visit new places around the world, meet 

people from different countries and work with them on common assignments. Few weeks ago, I had 

the pleasure of participating in one of these projects. The main idea behind it was to "Empower 

students with entrepreneurial skills", by  creating ‘skills for the 21st century’, developing transversal 

skills, such as entrepreneurship, highlighting ‘the ability to think critically, take initiative, problem 

solving and work collaboratively’. The whole thing was organized in Cluj-Napoca, second-largest city 

in Romania, between 07.10.2017 and 13.10.2017.  

 

Thankfully, we hadn’t encounter any difficulties during the flight from Poland so our plane 

arrived at the airport around 1 pm and we were greeted by two teachers from local school. When we 

left the airport, two taxis have already been waiting for us. Then, we were driven to the Royal Classic 

Hotel and even if the trip was short it was very pleasant due to relaxing music and a positive 

atmosphere. After registration of residence and a couple hours of rest, both the teachers and we 

decided to take a trip to the centre of Cluj-Napoka. As we were walking around the city, we saw 

Dormition of the Theotokos Cathedral and statue of Avram Iancu, both very tremendous-looking. 

After a few hours we got hungry, so we decided to visit a local restaurant, where we tried Romanian 

Cabbage Rolls (Sarmale) and our teachers tried local soups. The food was amazing! After this 

delicious meal we made a quick stop in Iulius Mall Cluj, the largest shopping mall in Cluj-Napoca. 

We bought some food for the rest of the day and checked the view from the rooftop which was really 

marvellous. After that, we headed back to the hotel where we got good sleep to be ready for the next 

day.  

 

As  the first thing on a sunny Sunday morning, we grabbed a coffee in a Royal Classic Hotel 

restaurant and waited for a local nun to guide us to Univers T Hotel, where  all of Erasmus students 

were supposed to stay for the remaining time of the project. We had another lovely taxi trip filled with 

laughter and sweet-sounding Romanian music. Our hotel was located one minute from Iulius Mall 

Cluj which was really helpful. Around 2 pm Romanian families took two guys from our group home, 

my friend from Ukraine - Ruslan went sightseeing with Samuel and so did Bartek with Daniel. Me, 

Jakub, Marta and Weronika went with our teachers to claim our rooms in the hotel. We unpacked our 

things, got some rest and took another trip around 4 pm. Next, we visited Central park and took a lot 

of pictures, we even got some cotton candy near the tremendous-looking ClujArena. After a few hours 

of sightseeing, teachers came back to the hotel and we spent some time in mall, most of it in a very 

cheerful library. After that, we spent some time in a hotel, getting to know each other better, but not 

for too long because we knew we had to get up early for breakfast and to catch a bus to get to the 

school.  

 

 



On Monday, which was the first day in Romanian school, we ate big breakfast at 8 am in order 

to be ready for the day full of activities and left hotel at 9 am to be on time for the opening ceremony. 

At school we were greeted by local teachers and took a bite of local bread as a sign of being 

welcomed. The ceremony started at 10 am when school principal welcomed everyone and informed 

students what they are about to do for the rest of the day. It was the first time all students from six 

countries were in the same room altogether. After presentation about Cluj-Napoka and Romanian 

traditions, we were guided through the school. We also had the possibility to listen new Romanian 

song which video clip was shot in Cluj-Napoka "Ilinca & Alex Florea - Yodel it!". Then, at 11am we 

got started on activities and a first task was to present our country. We talked about Polish food, 

traditions, presented few famous people from Poland (Marie Curie, Nicolaus Copernicus and also 

Robert Lewandowski). We also tried to teach the rest of the students and teachers a few Polish words, 

and surprisingly, they actually did pretty well, as far as Polish language is known to be difficult –

pronunciation especially. After all presentations, we got split in six groups with six people from each 

country, as ur next task was to compare the process of establishing a company in each country and, by 

the process of elimination, decide which country has the best conditions to run a business. Finally, we 

had a short discussion, because we couldn't decide if Poland or the UK is better. Ultimately, we 

decided UK won because of the very low payment and the fact that establishing a company there 

didn’t require a lot of documents. At 1 pm we went to the school canteen to eat lunch and after that, as 

the sky brightened up,  organizers decided on sports activities in Gheorgheni park. Everyone enjoyed 

themselves in park for about 2 hours where we had a good time as the organizers prepared a few 

competitive games. Around 4 pm we came back to our hotel to had time for ourselves, so we decided 

to head to the mall. Then, we spent some time near lake, which was also less than a minute from our 

hotel. After day full of activities, we were very tired so we fell asleep very fast but also, very happy.  

 

On Tuesday, we ate lunch at 8 am and left hotel at 8:30 am. At 9 am we had a meeting in 

school where organizers told us what our task was and we started working in previously settled 

groups. We were supposed to create online shop that would contain our eco products and traditional 

food from each country. Every group was given laptop and instructions written on paper. After this 

activity we ate lunch in school canteen. At 15 pm we visited "Lavenda Lola" - local lavenda farm 

maintained by lovely Romanian people. Before heading back to the hotel, we stopped to see very 

beautiful monastery of Nicula. Around 18 pm we headed back to hotel, got some rest and spent time 

with our new Romanian friends.  

 

On Wednesday, we woke up early, little bummed out because we knew we are already 

halfway through the project, and we really enjoyed our time Romania. After breakfast, bus took us to 

the centre of Cluj-Napoka where we were guided around the city. After 2 hours of sightseeing we 

came back to school to eat lunch. At 13 pm we visited the National Park "Romulus Vuia" where we 



were asked to choose activity. We could choose between painting stained glass, sculpting clay and 

making bracelets. We chose to make bracelets and after we finished, they looked way better than we 

expected. We also got to see how Romanian people lived in past which was a great learning 

experience and also a lesson to appreciate modern living conditions. These were all activities for other 

students, but not for us. Samuel (from family that Ruslan lived in for the time of the project) invited us 

to a road trip, so we can see the city from nearby hill at night beautifully lit by thousands of lights. The 

view was amazing, but I was more amazed by the kindness of Romanian people who arbitrarily 

offered to drive us up the hill. The atmosphere was friendly and I would never guess I'll have this 

much fun on educational project. Samuel's dad drove us back to hotel and we thanked them for this 

astonishing experience.  

 

On Thursday, at 9 am bus took us out of town so we could visit Salt Mine "Salina Turda". 

Mine covers an area of about 45 square kilometres while the average thickness of the layer of salt is 

around 250 meters. It's so big and deep that on the bottom floor we can find there attractions like mini-

golf, ping-pong, billiard and even Ferris wheel! After that we visited winery, walked around the farm, 

tried different kinds of grapes, and lastly ate a delicious dinner in a local restaurant "Sarca-n bucate". 

After all these activities we headed back to hotel, sadly - to start packing ourselves. We had the rest of 

the day for ourselves so we decided to buy some donuts in mall and spend some time near the lake. 

The donuts were great and so was the entire day.  

 

Friday, last day of our adventure in Transylvania. After a big breakfast we left hotel with our 

luggage and around 9 am we arrived at school. Organizers presented our common website and we ate 

our last lunch in Romanian canteen. After lunch principal summed up project, thanked everyone and 

handed us certificates. It was a time to say goodbye to our friends from Romania, we exchanged 

numbers and took some pictures. It wasn't easy but the thought that we might see each other on 

another Erasmus project helped. We got to the airport around 14 pm. At the time of our flight sky was 

very clear so we got to enjoy the sight of Cluj-Napoca for the last time. We landed in Poland safely 

around 7 pm. Despite the fact that we knew we will see each other in school in a few days it was hard 

to say goodbye, because we knew we are saying goodbye to Romania as well. I learnt a lot and met 

amazing, passionate people, I wouldn't exchange time spent in Romania for anything else. 

 


